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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
(through October 21, 1970)

C&L Series - Lisa Richette: "The Throwaway
Children" CU Theatre - 12:30........... Sept. 24
Ecumenical Prayer Service
Chapel - 12:30.......................... Sept. 25
Film; "The Producers," "The Fatal Glass of
Beer" & "The Barbershop"
CU Theatre 7:00 & 9:10.................. Sept. 25
CU Theatre 8:30............... .........Sept. 27
C&L Series- Forum: President & Vice-Presidents
CU Theatre - 12:30...................... Sept. 28
C&L Series- Paul Van Buren:"Language: Our
Distinctive Wav of Being What We Are:
CU Theatre - 12:30 ....... ..............Sept. 29
Soccer vs. Villanova McCarthy Stadium - 3:00.....Sept. 30
C&L Series - Panel on Environmental Pollution
CU Theatre - 12:30 .................... Oct. 1
Alumni Annual Stag Reunion

CU - 9:00 .......... Oct. 2

Academic Affairs Committee Meeting

(tba)........Oct. 2

Evening Division Senior Social
CU ballroom - 8:00 ...... ..............Oct. 3
Cross Country vs. Villanova
Belmont Plateau (tba)...... .............Oct. 17
C&L Series - President John Coleman: "Another
Open Letter to the White House"
CU Theatre - 12:30 ............. ........Oct. 20
Curriculum Committee Meeting (tba)..... .........Oct. 20
Soccer vs. Temple, McCarthy Stadium 3:00 ....... Oct. 20

-
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COLLEGE OPENS 108TH ACADEMIC YEAR WITH FIRST DAY COEDS

For the first time in its 108 year history, La Salle became completely coeduca
tional when it opened its doors for the fall semester on Tuesday, Sept. 8.
The day school enrollment of 3,581 include 864 freshmen (of which 148 are woment) and 210 transfer students (of which about 65 are women). The evening division
enrollment is 3015 students including 600 freshmen. Women will comprise about 15%
of the evening division enrollment, as they did last year.
La Salle admitted women into its evening division for the first time in Febru
ary, 1967, and into its summer sessions the following June. The college admitted
into its day program on a part-time basis last September when 33 students from the
Germantown Hospital School of Nursing attended classes three days a week for up to
35 credits towards a college degree.
In addition to a number of new individual courses, La Salle is offering a new
program of studies in speech and drama leading to a bachelor of arts degree. The
program is under the direction of Daniel J. Rodden, associate professor of English,
and founder and managing director of the college’s highly successful summer Music
Theatre.
Rodden said that the particular thrust of the program which has accepted a
limited number of freshmen for the fall term, will involve the development of
beginning playwrights, but that the program of studies will embrace the entire
spectrum of theatre activities.
In addition, a new core curriculum has been developed in the School of Business
this year covering the functional aspects of business administration and analytical
technique. Students now have additional requirements in mathmematics and computer
sciences, but have more flexibility in the selection of business courses and more
electives available within the business area. A new professional option, quanti
tive analysis, has also been added to the program.
Sixteen students (twelve on scholarships and four non-scholarship) students
successfully passed the summer Open Door Program and are currently matriculated at
the College.
Tuition at La Salle this year has been increased to $1,600 a year for arts
and business and $1,700 for science. Room and board is $525.00 a semester, and
evening division tuition is $38.00 per credit hour.
La Salle, which recently announced a $20 million "Program for the 70's" expan
sion program for the next decade, is presently constructing two new buildings on
campus which are expected to be ready for occupancy by September, 1971--a $3.6
million classroom building and a $3.5 million Hayman Hall Athletic Facilities
building.
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"ONLY THE REALITY OF ULTIMATE COMMITMENTS
AND CONVICTIONS CAN SAVE U S ..."

Address by Brother Daniel Burke, F.S.C., Ph.D.,College President
Opening Mass
September 8* 1970

My brothers and sisters in Christ, very few people like everything that is
happening in the world today. Some don't like anything. However, one thing that
can be said for our trying times we are in is that they drive us back to fundament
als, to the realities of our own experience beyond formulas and words. Perhaps in
the good old times, one could get by on high-sounding words like love or hope or
faith. But the fears and uncertainties of our days are so real that only the real
ity of ultimate commitments and convictions can save us now from foolish mis-judgments or senseless action of surrender to weariness.
Fifty years ago the Irish poet Yeats wrote a grimly prophetic poem which some
people are now applying to our times:
Things fall apart; the centre cannot hold;
Mere anarchy is loosed upon the world,
The blood-dimmed tide is loosed, and everywhere
The ceremony of innocence is drowned;
The best lack all conviction, while the worst
Are full of passionate intensity.
Empty words can't resist the tide Yeats speaks of, but conviction can* particularly
the conviction we call faith.
The believing Christian in today's situation is put to an unusual test. If he
faces up to grimness suggested by Yeats, he has to agree that most of the world's
responses to today's problems have been rather futile— but that man longs even more
for a far-reaching, an ultimate, a transcendental solution to or at least an ex
planation of his dilemnas. When we taste this futility, we begin to understand the
position of the ancient Israelite waiting for the Coming or the early Christian
waiting for the Second Coming, the Coming of a God we believe nevertheless is
already with us. Emmanuel, God with us— whose geneology through Mary we have just
read.
I suppose every time is a time of waiting. But our time, in a special way, is
a time of waiting, of waiting not for a new technological or political answer, but
for the touch of destiny, for eternity itself to break into our present time. We
wait* we endure. We realize that God has not given us any clear or easy direction'
that he asks us to deal with the immediate and pressing problems as each day brings
them; that he asks us to suffer the humiliation that waiting itself involves— when
we might be putting our faith in something "new" or attempting still another
impossible escape from the limitations of our creatureliness into a freedom that
does not exist.
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President’s Address (Cont'd)

Waiting now is Christian hope. It is not something that we inherit or that we
have by saying the word. We have it when we achieve it— by mastering the uncertain
ties, the fears, the temptations to despair itself that afflict us all these days.
Nor does our waiting exclude action— indeed it provides new courage to act, when we
are called to act. Like Abraham's faith, it is a hope against hope that what looks
like the beginning of the end is really the beginning of new growth, of a new race
which has reconciled its differences of age, of prejudice, of class, a new race God
will have convenant with.
What our present situation, therefore, has re-defined in stark clarity is that
the believing Christian's faith is in a crucified Lord— and a resurrected Lord. He
is a Lord, however, who himself waits in eternal patience for man to achieve his
full manhood in history before he has his final victory.
The special grace of our waiting is the sense we also have of our enormous
progress, of our increasing potential for man’s physical and material development.
These things provide a startling insight into God's creativity and they are an important source of the Christian's joy, of his ability to celebrate God's presence
in nature or in a technological wonder amid our present sorrows.
The Christian who believes, therefore, waits— in sorrow but also in confidence
and joy. His God is Emmanuel: God with us. He is Alpha and Omega: the God who is,
who was, who is to come. (Apoc. 1,8).

*

*

*

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
HONORS CONVOCATION TO BE HELD NOVEMBER 1
La Salle will award four honorary degrees at the annual Fall Honors Convocation
in the College Union Theater at 3:00 P.M., November 1. The theme of the convocation
is the relationship of the College to the Philadelphia community.
Distinguished recipients of the honorary degrees will be:
EUGENE ORMANDY, Conductor of the Philadelphia Orchestra; RICHARDSON DILWORTH,
President of the Philadelphia Board of Education; DUANE MORRIS, of the Christian
R. and Mary Lindback Foundation; and MRS. MARGARET WEBSTER PLASS, noted authority
on African art.
Additional information will appear in the October Faculty Bulletin.
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OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT (Cont'd.)

CHANGES IN BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Mr. Joseph Schmitz has retired from active membership on the Board of Trustees,
it was announced by Brother Daniel Burke, F.S.C., President. Mr. Schmitz will
remain an Emeritus member of the Board.
Brother Jeremy McNamara, F.S.C., Provincial of the Baltimore Provice of the
Christian Brothers, has replaced Brother James Carey who resigned from the Board
last April.
Mr. Samuel Mandel, Vice President of Food Fair, Inc., has replaced Mr. John
McShain who retired as an active member of the Board last May after more than 25
years of service. Mr. McShain will also remain as an Emeritus member of the Board.

*

*

*

NEW DEANS APPOINTED FOR ARTS AND EVENING
BROTHER HUGH N. ALBRIGHT, F.S.C., Ph.D., professor of Mathematics at La Salle,
has been appointed the Acting Dean of Arts and Sciences. Brother Albrigh received
his bachelor's degree from the Catholic University and master's and Ph.D. degrees
from the University of Pennsylvania. He is a member of Phi Beta Kappa, Sigma XI,
the Mathematical Association of America and the Association of Teachers of Mathema
tics of Philadelphia and vicinity.
DR. THOMAS M. COFFEE, former assistant to the vice president of academic affairs
at La Salle, has been named the Dean of the Evening Division and summer sessions.
A veteran of World War II, Dr. Coffee received his bachelor's degree from St.
Benedict's (Kansas) College, his master's from Emory University, and Ph.D. from
the University of Notre Dame. He is a Fellow of the American Sociological Associa
tion, the Eastern Sociological Association, and the Pennsylvania Sociological
Association. A founder of the Metropolitan New York chapter of the American Cath
olic Sociological Association, he is also a former member of the executive council
and membership chairman of the A.C S.A.

*

*

*

OTHER ADMINISTRATIVE APPOINTMENTS
DAVID J. SMITH, former assistant to the dean and registrar, has been appointed
registrar of the College.
BRUCE MACLEOD, Ph.D., former acting dean, has been named dean of Business
Administration.
DANIEL CALLAHAN, F.S.C., has been appointed Director of Educational Services,
to whom the Registrar and Computer Center will report.
FRANK DELANY is the new director of the Urban Center.
JAMES REILLY has been promoted to Associate Director of Admissions.
JOHN SEYDOW, Ph.D., has been appointed Coordinator of the Interdisciplinary
Program.

FACULTY BULLETIN CONT’D

PAGE SIX

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT (Cont'd.)

RECENT PH.D. RECIPIENTS
LEONARD BROWNSTEIN, Foreign Languages, Bryn Mawr College.
EDWARD DAVIS, F.S.C., Theology, Catholic University of America.
MICHAEL DILLON, Political Science, University of Notre Dame.
EUGENE LASHCHYK, Philosophy, University of Pennsylvania.
GEORGE A. PERFECKY, Slavic Philology, Columbia University.

(THE COLLEGE’S OFFICIAL PRE-ELECTION STATEMENT AND AN"IN THE LITERATURE" EXCERPT
APPEARS IN THE LAST SECTION OF THE FACULTY BULLETIN)

**********************

VICE PRESIDENT, STUDENT AFFAIRS
PHYLLIS A. MONTGOMERY APPOINTED DEAN OF STUDENT LIFE PROGRAMS
Phyllis A. Montgomery has been appointed dean of student life programs at
La Salle College, it was announced by Dr. Thomas N. McCarthy, the college’s vice
president for student affairs.
Miss Montgomery previously served on the dean of students’ staffs at Indiana
University and the University of Louisville. Her responsibilities at La Salle will
include developing policies and programs for all students including international
students, women, and those students participating in various cooperative programs
sponsored by the college.
A native of Lexington, Ky., Miss Montgomery received a bachelor’s degree from
the University of Louisville, and master’s and Ed.D. degrees from Indiana Univer
sity.
Miss Montgomery resides in Quakertown. She is a member of the National
Association of Women Deans and Counselors, the American Association of Higher
Education, the American Personnel and Guidance Association, and the American
Association of Student Personnel Administrators.

OTHER NEW APPOINTMENTS
BROTHER CHARLES GRESH, F.S.C., formerly Dean of Men, is now Dean of Students.
BROTHER WILLIAM A. BOZEL, F.S.C., has been named housing supervisor and
MISS BEATRICE HAGEMAN has been appointed director of resident life.
PAUL HANNAN has been named Assistant Director of the College Union.
DR. CHARLES SCHRADER is a new staff member of the Counseling Center; He is
also an Assistant Professor of Psychology.
JACK LUMSDEN has been appointed swimming coach and director of Intramural
athletics.

************************
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VICE PRESIDENT, PUBLIC AFFAIRS
The name of the area formerly known as Public Relations has been changed to
PUBLIC AFFAIRS.

NEW APPOINTMENTS
WILLIAM B. FYNES
JERRY L. WATKINS
JOSEPH P. BATORY
director of the News

has been named assistant Alumni Director.
is the Director of the Annual Fund.
has been appointed Director of Sports Information and assistant
Bureau.

***********************

VICE PRESIDENT, BUSINESS AFFAIRS
NEW APPOINTMENTS
DAVID C. FLEMING, formerly assistant, has been appointed Comptroller of the
College.
BROTHER GREGORY PAUL, F.S.C., Ph.D., has been named Coordinator of Physical
Development and Planning.

*****************************

ALUMNI
STAG REUNION SLATED
The Annual Stag Reunion is slated for October 2, 9:00 p.m. in the College
Union Ballroom. Faculty are invited to attend as guests of the Alumni Office.
In as much as many inquiries are received concerning various faculty members,
Brothers and laymen alike, it is felt many teachers would certainly enjoy an even
ing with their former students and vice versa.
***********************
CHAPLAIN

ECUMENICAL PRAYER SERVICE
The first Ecumencial Prayer Service will be held Friday, September 25th at
12:30 in the De La Salle Student Chapel, it was announced by Revs.John Cimino and
Raymond Halligan, College Chaplains.
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CHAPLAIN

NOTES
...Father Cimino may be contacted for information on an organization within
the National Council of Churches called the "Emergency Ministry Concerning U. S.
Draft Age Emigrants to Canada." The main concern of the group is to keep the lines
of communication open with families concerning their young people living in Canada.
...Any Faculty Member interested in joining colleagues for a faculty retreat
this fall, should contact the Chaplain’s Office.
...Faculty Members interested in having Mass celebrated in their home should
contact the College Chapains.
...Monday to Friday Mass Schedule in De La Salle Chapel is 12:30 P.M. and
5:00 P.M.
...The Foyer of the Chapel is open to all faculty and students to come and
relax. Periodicals and newspapers are provided for your relaxation.
...Coffee hour this year will be held on Wednesday Afternoon beginning at
3:00 P.M.
************************

COUNSELING CENTER
AMERICAN BOARD ON COUNSELING SERVICES AGAIN APPROVES COUNSELING CENTER
The La Salle Counseling Center has again been approved by the American Board
on Counseling Services, Inc., it was announced by Frank J. Schreiner, Director.
La Salle's Counseling Center is one of four such approved centers in the Common
wealth of Pennsylvania.
*

*

*

NOTES

The Evelyn Wood Reading Dynamics Course will be offered on campus this fall
beginning November 4. Faculty who are interested in taking the course on a scholar
ship basis please contact Dr. Filicetti at the Counseling Center.

Issuance of the Freshman Credential report will take place in early October;
this year the report will contain a breakdown of men’s and women's credentials.

******************************
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FACULTY SENATE
Dr, Robert Courtney, President of the Faculty Senate has announced the following schedule of Open Sessions for 1970-71:.
Thursday, September 17
Thursday, October 15
Thursday, November 19

Tuesday, February 16
Thursday, March 17
Tuesday, April 27

All sessions will be held at 12:30 in CU 301

*********************.
FOUR QUARTERS
JOHN J. KEENAN NAMED EDITOR OF FOUR QUARTERS
John J, Keenan, an associate professor of English, has been named editor of
Four Quarters, the literary magazine published by the faculty of the college.
Keenan succeeds Brother Edward Patrick Sheekey, F.S.C., an associate professor
of English and one of the founders of Four Quarters in 1951. Brother Sheekey, who
served as editor for the past ten years, retired from that position for reasons
of health.
The new editor has been a member of the La Salle faculty since 1959. He pre
viously held an editorial position in private industry. A free lance writer him
self, Keenan has published in Four Quarters, La Salle Magazine, College English,
Commonweal, and other journals. He has also served as editor of the college’s
publications.
Asked about his plans for the magazine, Keenan said: "I hope to continue the
excellent work of Brother Patrick. If anything, I would like to broaden the scope
of Four Quarters to include more articles from a variety of fields other than
literature.”
***********************************************************

MUSIC THEATER
ANOTHER RECORD BREAKING SEASON
FOR COLLEGE MUSIC THEATRE
La Salle's MUSIC THEATRE enjoyed another record-breaking season this summer,
according to figures announced by founder and managing director Dan Rodden.
Some 23,600 patrons— 100.07% of capacity for the 382 seat theatre, watched
performances of Noel Coward's "Bitter Sweet," which ran from July 1 to July 26,
and "Man of La Mancha," from August 5 to Sept. 6.
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MUSIC THEATRE (Cont'd.)

The 1970 attendance was nearly 2,000 higher than the previous record set in
1968 when MUSIC THEATRE presented "My Fair Lady" and "Kiss Me, Kate."
Crowds for the final two weeks of "Bitter Sweet" exceeded any two week total
in MUSIC THEATRE'S nine year history, but that record was smashed, in turn, by
each two-week period of "Man of La Mancha." The final week of "Man" was the biggest
single week in La Salle's history. Almost 184,000 patrons have now watched the
19 MUSIC THEATRE productions.
The presentation of "Man of La Mancha" marked the first time ever that MUSIC
THEATRE had presented a play while it was still on its initial run on Broadway.
Both shows drew wide acclaim from the critics.

R.O.T.C.
COLONEL CLARENCE W. CYR TO BECOME PROFESSOR OF MILITARY SCIENCE AT LA SALLE
Colonel Clarence W . Cyr, a United States Military Academy graduate and holder
of a master's degree from Vanderbilt University, will become La Salle's new pro
fessor of Military Science when Lt. Colonel Robert T . Fallon retires from the United
States Army on September 30. Colonel Cyr joined the department August 26, 1970;
He is also a graduate of the Armed Forces Staff College and Army War College.
Lt. Colonel Fallon, who has been with the Military Science Department since May,
1966, will remain at La Salle as an Associate Professor of English and an assistant
to the President.
*

*

*

NOTES
New members of the Military Science Department are: MAJOR HELMUT J. GAUSS,
a 1962 La Salle graduate, who will teach Military Science II, an interdisciplinary
course, together with Dr. Joseph P. O'Grady, Chariman of the history department.
SGT. FIRST CLASS DOUGLAS M. GRAHAM, who will become an assistant instructor in lead
ership.
Major William V. Solomon, former assistant professor of Military Science, is
currently attending an operations and advisory course in Washington, D.C. in prep
aration for an assignment to Vietnam as a Senior District Advisor.
Major Donald J. Ulmer is a student at the Army command and General Staff College
in Fort Leavenworth, Kansas.

*********************
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PUBLISHED, SPOKE, MET, ETC.

BLUMENTHAL, Dr. Bernhardt, chairman of the Foreign Language Department, article
"The Play Element in the Poetry of Else Lasker-Schukr will appear in
the September, 1970 issue of The German Quarterly, Vol. 43, Membership
Issue.
BANGS, Brother Arthur, F.S.C., assistant professor education, article accepted for
publication in the National Catholic Conference Journal; he also addressed
a meeting of teachers of Christian Doctrine at Our Lady of Calvary parish
school.
BERNIER, Joseph H., of the counseling center, recently attended the annual conven
tion of the American Psychological Association in Miami Beach.
BROOKS, Dr. Victor D., associate professor of psychology, read papers at seminars
held at the following European universities during July and August: "The
American Student Selects an Occupation", Leeds, England and Edinburgh,
Scotland. "Special Personnel Problems in the American Corporation", Innsbruch, Austria and Munich, Germany. "The Impact of Status on the American
Worker", Congress of Applied Psychologists, Liege, Belguim.
CONNORS, Michael F., evening division instructor department of history, article:
"Russia Under the Last Tsar" in the Central Europe Journal of June, 1970.
DIXON, Dr. Christa,assistant professor of German, poem: "Manhattan" (German text)
has appeared in Lyrica Germanica: Journal for German Lyric Poetry, Vol. 5,
No. 2, Sept. 1970.
DONDERO, Brother John P.,professor of psychology, has become the first president of
Psycholigist Interested in Religious Issues (PIRI) at annual meeting in
Miami Sept. 4, 1970. This organization was formerly the American Catholic
Psychological Association.
FARNON, William J., assistant professor of philosophy, engaged in gathering material
for his dissertation in Aesthetics at the University of Goettingen and the
monestary of Corvey.
HALLIGAN, Rev. Raymond F., O.P., assistant professor of theology and college
chaplain, received his master of arts degree in Sacred Scripture from the
University of St. Louis.
FILICETTI, Dr. Peter J., assistant professor of psychology, article, "The Problems
of Drugs on Campus" was published in La Salle College Magazine, Summer,
1970. In the Spring, Dr. Filicetti was made a Fellow in the Pennsylvan
ia Psychological Association. He also was made a member of the National
Council on Measurement In Education.
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PUBLISHED, SPOKE, MET, ETC. (Cont'd.)

HARBISON, John, instructor, history department evening division. Served as a
consultant to the Afro-American Institute held at Wisconsin State Univer
sity, Platteville, July 6-7, 1970. Mr. Harbison described the work
accomplished at Pennsauken High School regarding minority groups this past
school year. He also addressed an academic convocation of the entire
State University on the topic of Black Power.
KANE, Joseph, assistant professor of economics. Granted research leave of absence.
KEENAN, John, associate professor of English. Published poem "Sweep Second Movement,
Commonweal, May 29, 1970.
KERLIN, Michael L., assistant professor of philosophy, Published review: Diogenes
Allen’s The Reasonableness of Faith in the Spring 1970 issue of The Journal
of Ecumenical Studies.
KLEIS, John C., assistant professor of English. Article, "Passion vs. Prudence:
Theme and Technique in Trollope’s Palliser Novels," published in Texas
Studies in Literature and Language (Winter, 1970).
MC CARTHY, Dr. Thomas, Vice President, Student Affairs.
workshop at Gwynedd-Mercy College.
NAUGHTON, Dr. E. Russel, professor of philosophy.

Spoke at 2-day faculty

Granted Research Leave of Absence

O ’NEILL, Brother John F.S.C., assistant professor of mathematics. Attended the
national meeting of the Society for Industrial and Applied Mathematics
at the University of Denver, Denver, Colorado, June 29 to July 1. The
theme of the meeting was Linear Algebra and Bio-Mathematics.
PERFECKY,, Dr. George A., assistant professor of Russian. Successfully defended
doctoral dissertation, an annotated translation of the Galician-Volynian
Chronicle, at Columbia University.
PFEIFFER, Mark G., psychology department. Delivered an original paper at the
Fourth International Congress on Ergonomics held in France entitled,
"Mental work criterion development: a technique for determining the in
tellective structure of the college professor’s job." This paper has
recently appeared in Perceptual and Motor Skills, 1970.
REARDON, John, assistant professor of accounting, granted research leave of absence.
RUDNYTZKY, Dr. Leon D., associate professor of German. Will be a guest on the
"Frank Ford Show," at 11:00 P.M., Oct. 7. He will discuss his recent
La Salle Magazine article, "La Dolce Vita or La Via Dolorosa," in which
he compares American and European student life and traces the historical
background of student rebellion.
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PUBLISHED, SPOKE, MET, ETC. (Cont ’d.)

SCHREINER, Dr. Frank, director of counseling center, and Brother Claude Demitras,
associate professor of chemistry. Visited the military installation at
Indiantown Gap on July 13-15 to observe ROTC maneuvers. Also, Dr.
Schreiner spoke at the Archdiocese of Phila. Religious Education Study
week program held at Rosemont College on August 24. His topic was
"Broken Children and the Christian Teacher."
TEKEL, Dr. Ralph T., Associate Professor of Chemistry, has been elected a Fellow of
the American Institute of Chemists, it was announced by Emerson Venable,
President.
TUPPENY, Brother Luke, F.S.C., theology instructor, participated in the Second
International Theology Seminar held June 6-21 in Rome, Munich, and Hamburg.
The seminar, ecumenical in structure, was sponsored by the Cardinal Stritch
Foundation and the United Campus Christian Fellowship. Twenty-six Catholic
and non-Catholic theologians from Europe spoke and conducted the seminar
meetings.

************************
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IN THE LITERATURE

Rossman, Jack E. "Graduate School Attitudes to S-U Grades," Educational Record.
Summer, 1970, pp. 310-312.

To determine the effect of Satisfactory-Unsatisfactory grading on graduate admis
sions, Dr. Rossmann surveyed graduate and professional school deans across the coun
try. His findings suggest that undergraduate colleges and universities should
seriously consider the consequences before expanding the use of this grading system.

"One of the first questions raised in any discussion of expanded opportunities
for undergraduates to take courses on a Satisfactory-Unsatisfactory. Pass-Fail, or
Credit-No-credit basis concerns the effect on admission to graduate and professional
schools.
To help understand the position of these schools on this grading issue, an
inquiry, signed by the dean of the college, was sent to 43 graduate and 19 profess
ional schools in October 1968. Schools chosen were those frequently attended by
Macalester College graduates and those whith large graduate enrollments. Responses
were received from 30 graduate schools or 70 percent and 15 professional schools
or 79 percent.
All inquiries were addressed to the deans of the graduate or pro
fessional schools and, with a few exceptions, replies came from the dean or an assis
tant or associate dean. The university director of admissions replied from four
graduate schools. Undoubtedly, the most complete response resulted when the dean of
a state university graduate school asked each department chairman to respond. This
procedure suggested that the final admissions decision was made at the department
level.
Two questions were asked of the graduate and professional schools: (1) Does a
record with a high proportion of S-U grades affect a student's chances for admiss
ion to your school? If so, in what way? (2) In cases where a record has a high pro
portion of S-U grades, what do you tend to weight most heavily when making admissions
decisions, e.g., standardized tests like the Graduate Record Examinations or the
Miller Analogies Test, recommendations by the faculty members, personal interviews,
or the general reputation of the undergraduate school?
At least two generalizations are possible from the replies. First, there is
practically no enthusiastic support among graduate school administrators and chair
men of academic departments for the trend toward S-U grading. Beyond that, grad
uate school respondents and department chairmen differ widely in their opinions on
the effect a high percentage of S-U grades would have on student applicants.
At one end of a continuum of attitudes was the response of a department chair
man that "A high proportion of S-U grades would adversely affect my recommendation
for a student to be admitted to the graduate college for study in (my department).
In our experience here, an undergraduate student's request to take a grade on a passfail basis stems from his desire to get credit for a minimum amount of work or to
take an extra course without undue responsibility when he is carrying a full load.
Both circumstances mean that the student has not attempted to develop himself fully
in the course or to learn as much as he would if he were taking the course under the
normal grading system. Since our work is technically oriented and since we cannot
tolerate fuzzy thinking or incompetent preparation, we must keep our admissions
standards high."
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IN THE LITERATURE (Cont'd.)

A reply from a Top-Five graduate school assistant dean was similar: "I suspect
that an academic record with a hgih proportion of S grades would have some negativeeffect on the admission decision....I hope you will agree with me that this trend
has many undesirable features."
At the opposite end of the continuum was the director of graduate studies at
one campus of an eastern multiversity who suggested that a high proportion of S-U
grades would have no impact on a student’s chances for admission and added, "Congratualtions on having the vision to try to get away from the mass hypnotism of
letter grades."
Typical of many responses failing between these two extremes was that of an
associate dean of the graduate school of a Big-Ten university: "A record with a
high proportion of S-U grades will affect the student’s chances for admission to
graduate study here only to the extent that such a record makes it necessary to
lean more heavily on other items normally found in a student’s folder."
Again there was a great divergency as to what items would be "leaned on" most
heavily. Most respondents suggested that letters of recommendation would assume
greater significance, but most were also quick to agree with the above dean that
"it is difficult to assess the worth of a faculty recommmendation without some
personal knowledge of the faculty member."
Will test scores take up the slack? One dean concluded that "In the final
analysis, a good GRE score with a high proportion of S-U grades would probably be
sufficient for admission, while poor GRE scores would tend to deny admission."
About three-fourths of the respondents assumed that test scores would take on
greater importance, but a number of schools made clear that they do not require or
make use of GRE or MAT scores.
About 60 percent of the respondents suggested that a school’s general
reputation would be considered in making an admissions decision, but only one sugg
ested how the general reputation was determined. That respondent indicated that
when a transcript with a high proportion of S-U grades was received, a note was
attached which indicated the standing of the college according to the AACRAE
(American Association of College Registrars and Admissions Officers) Handbook
Similarly, only one respondent indicated that a personal interview would become a
significant variable in the admission process.
Movements toward greater use of S-U grading also received an unenthusiastic
reception from professional school respondents. While on seminary respondent
replied, "It is good to see you move in this direction. The more we can do to move
out of the grade ’trap’ the better," most seminarians as well as law and medical
school respondents thought they would simply be forced to use criteria such as law
or medical aptitude tests. And many expressed doubts about the validity of these
measures.
Just under two-thirds of the respondents suggested that faculty recommendations
could be weighted more heavily, while just over two-thirds mentioned tests. As
with graduate school respondents, about 60 percent of the professional school
respondents thought the undergraduate school’s reputation was a significant factor.
Personal interviews were mentioned by two professional school respondents.

FACULTY BULLETIN CONT'D

PAGE SIXTEEN

IN THE LITERATURE (Con'd.)

For the most part, the replies of the department chairmen (from one midwestern
university) were a microcosm of the graduate school dean's responses. To the extent
that their replies differed, they tended to be even less supportive of the expanded
use of S-U grades.
This response was typical: "In my department, I fear that a high proportion
of S-U grades would adversely affect a student's chances for admission to graduate
study.
Undergraduate academic performance (overall, and in courses in a number of
specific areas in particular) has been our most reliable index of probable success
in graduate work. Other data, particularly recommendations by faculty members, have
been useful supplements. Scores on the Graduate Record Examination have been of
limited value, and we would consider them unreliable unless the undergraduate record
were available also.
"The reputation of the undergraduate school cannot be weighted heavily, be
cause an S grade menas only that the student met that school's minimum passing stand
ard. Students who can meet only the minimum undergraduate standard (even at the
very best of schools) probably could not handle graduate work. Thus, we would
probably rely most heavily on faculty recommendations. In competition with well
recommended candidates from other good schools, however, students with a high proportion of S-U grades would inevitably be handicapped."
The reservations with which most respondents viewed S-U grading revolved
around their feeling about movements toward total S-U grading. While some respon
dents reacted negatively to any form of S-U grade assignment, most suggested that
if A-F grades had been assigned in courses in the major or in at least three-fourths
of all courses, they would not anticipate significant problems.
Host respondents
pointed out, however, that the actual admissions decisions were made by the
departments and their own reactions, therefore, were based on general impressions.
What are the implications of these data for a school considering more
involvement with S-U or Pass-Fail grading? It would appear that, while many
potential graduate or professional school students with all S grades would be
accepted by the school of their choice because of high GRE scores, excellent
recommendations, or simply because they were graduates of an excellent college,
this would not be true for all. Some students who would normally be considered
high achieving but who do not perform well on aptitude tests, who happen to have
had their major in a department whose faculty do not have good graduate school
contacts, or who do not become well known by key faculty in their department would
probably be hurt by this system. Thus, while the impact on graduate and
professional school admissions is only one aspect of the complex issue of
optimum grading, its implications require serious consideration.
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The College and the November Elections
This summer, administrators, faculty, and the students on College
Council discussed the question of the College and the November
elections and recommended that a statement be made to the College
Community on participation in pre-election activities.
The College heartily endorses and encourages student and faculty
participation in pre-election campaigning for candidates and for parties.
For several reasons— the likelihood of the lowering of the voting age,
the promises from Washington of more meaningful youth involvement, the ed
ucational value of participation in the democratic process-— involvement in
a variety of activities within the political system provides the academic
community the opportunity to express its interest in and concern for means
to achieve abiding peace.
With the objective of enhancing such participation, we urge all
academic departments whose subjects is in some way associated with the
congressional campaigns to plan appropriate responses: seminars,
class discussions, guest speakers, field work. Student organizations
might also consider such activities as organizing volunteers to aid
particular candidates; coalitions with other colleges to work
on the state level; providing information on congressional candidates
to the voters; and preparations for consistent follow-through
after November. The College itself, through the Student Government
and the Student Academic Affairs Commission, welcomes suggestions which
might facilitate constructive efforts toward a positive response to pre
election activity.
There is, of course, the question of whether to declare a recess before
the November elections. Student leaders at La Salle have indicated they
do not sense pressure for such an interlude— perhaps because such an
addition to our already compact calendar would necessitate having final
examinations after the Christmas holidays. It might be noted also that
even the "Princeton Plan” of a pre-election recess calls for extra days
of class before the fall semester and during the Thanksgiving and
Christmas holidays.
While our prudential judgment is that a pre-election recess would not be
appropriate for La Salle College, we will be poised to cooperate with
faculty and student suggestions on other ways in which our academic
community might respond meaningfully to the pre-election opportunity.
As soon as individual departments and student organizations offer their
ideas on pre-election activities, we will communicate further with you.

